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On 26th November a strong southerly gale was accompanied
by a heavy downpour of rain, which lasted for 24 hours and
drenched everyone on the Peninsula. This was followed, with
hardly a pause, by an icy northerly gale, a fierce blizzard, then
a heavy fall of snow and a very severe frost. The storm raged
for three dreadful days and the sufferings of the troops on the
Peninsula were terrible. At Anzac and Helles they stood it
pretty well and were able to get some shelter in the ravines,
dug-outs and galleries. But at Suvla, the troops on Kiretch
Tepe felt the full force of the blast; those on the low-lying
plain were flooded out of their trenches, and numbers, of friend
and foe alike, were actually drowned, and many died of exposure.
Our losses amounted to 200 dead/5,ooo cases of severe frost-bite,
and another 5,000 were evacuated sick. The enemy suffered
even more severely, and numbers of dead bodies were washed
down in the torrents which flooded the plain from the high
ground overlooking it.

This quite abnormal blizzard was a tragedy.    On the other
hand, it made evacuation impossible for the time being.

When the southerly blow started, remembering the gale of
i yth to 18th, the small craft at Anzac and Helles were sent to
the harbour of refuge at Kephalo. Unfortunately, in the
northerly gale one of the old Italian steamers broke up and
the sea running through the gap thus formed, wrecked the
piers and jetties and piled up all the small craft on shore. The
total losses included a torpedo boat, a water ship, several tugs,
motor lighters, pinnaces, etc. Submarine H$y which was
standing by to go into the Marmora, suffered serious damages
and had a very narrow escape. Eventually she lay on the bottom
until the gale abated, with her periscope just above the water;
it was feared that she was lost, but to the intense relief of the
onlookers on shore, it was noticed that her periscope revolved
from time to time.

It was essential to have a harbour of refuge for small craft
in Kephalo, the nearest shelter being at Mudros, and sudden
shifts of wind made it impossible to risk leaving them on a lee
shore. The Admiral therefore telegraphed to the Admiralty
that if evacuation was decided upon he proposed to sink the
armoured cruiser Terrible, or an old battleship, to close the gap
in the Kephalo breakwater.